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January 7, 2002

Ms. Carlyn Winter Prisk (3HS11)
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
1650 Arch Street
Philadelphia, PA 19103-2029

Re: Request for information directed to Presbyterian Medical Center
in connection with the Lower Darby Creek Area Superfund Site

Dear Ms. Prisk:

I am writing on behalf of Presbyterian Medical Center ("PMC"), to respond to an
Environmental Protection Agency ("EPA") information request dated November 7, 2001 (the
"Information Request"). This information request was sent by EPA in connection with the
above-referenced Superfund site pursuant to section 104(e) of the Comprehensive Environmental
Response, Compensation and Liability Act, 42 U.S.C § 9604(e). The questions, contained in
enclosure F to the EPA's November 7, 2001 letter limit the period of time in question to the
years 1958-1976.

As you and counsel for PMC, Leslie W. Ledogar of Ballard Spahr Andrews &
Ingersoll, LLP, agreed, PMC's response is due on or before January 10, 2002. The enclosed
response sets forth PMC's answers to EPA's Information Request. PMC specifically reserves
the right to amend or supplement its response to the Information Request to the extent that it
deems necessary and permitted pursuant to paragraph 4 of Enclosure E to the Information
Request. '

Upon concluding its review of the EPA's request, PMC is unable to conclude that
any hazardous waste generated at "locations owned or operated by PMC" were "transported to
and disposed of at" the Lower Darby Creek Area Superfund Site, Specifically, PMC's internal
records do not indicate that it might have contributed hazardous waste to this Superfund site.
Moreover, PMC believes that it cannot reasonably be presumed that PMC engaged any of the
haulers mentioned in the Information Request to haul hazardous waste at all.
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PMC anticipates that the enclosed information satisfies EPA's request. Please do
not hesitate to contact me if I can provide you with additional information.

truly yours,

Michele M. Volpe
Executive Director

MV/lwl
Enclosure

cc: Brendan K. Collins, Esquire (w/enclosure)
Leslie W. Ledogar, Esquire (w/enclosure)
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Presbyterian Medical Center's Response to EPA's November 7, 2001 Request for
Information Pursuant to CERCLA Section 104(e)

1. State the name of your company, its mailing address, and telephone number. Further
identify:

a. the dates and states of incorporation of your company;
b. the date and original state of incorporation of your company; and
c. the parent corporation of your company, if any, and all subsidiaries or other

affiliated entities.

RESPONSE: Presbyterian Medical Center of the University of Pennsylvania Health System
(hereinafter "Respondent").

a. The Presbyterian Medical Center, founded in or around 1871, was merged into the
University of Pennsylvania Health System on June 30, 1995. The University of
Pennsylvania Health System, is an operating division of the Trustees of the
University of Pennsylvania, a non-profit corporation;

b. The Presbyterian Medical Center, founded in or around 1871, was merged into the
University of Pennsylvania Health System on June 30, 1995. The University of
Pennsylvania Health System, is an operating division of the Trustees of the
University of Pennsylvania, a non-profit corporation;

c. Not applicable.

2. What is the current nature of the business or activity conducted at your establishment(s)
in the Philadelphia, Pennsylvania area? What was the nature of your business or activity
between 1958 and 1976? Please describe in detail. If the nature of your business or
activity changed from the period of 1958 to 1976 to the present, please provide a detailed
explanation of the changes to date.

RESPONSE: Respondent has been, at all times since its date of incorporation, an acute care
hospital providing medical services to its patients. By way of further answer, Respondent
responds that it provided such services as in-patient and out-patient care, diagnostic services and
various types of therapy.

3. Identify all persons currently or formerly employed by your establishment(s) who have or
may have personal knowledge of your operations and waste disposal practices between
1958 and 1976 at your facilities in the Philadelphia, Pennsylvania area. For each such
person, state that person's employer, job title, dates of employment, current address, and
telephone number. If the current telephone number or address is not available, provide
the last known telephone number or last known address of such person.

RESPONSE: After reasonable inquiry, to the best of Respondent's knowledge, Respondent has
no information responsive to this request other than as follows: Michele Volpe, current PMC
Executive Director (June 1996 to the present), Joan McKeown, former Director of Safety (for an
unknown period until 1994 or 1995), deceased, Edward Sloan, former Safety Coordinator
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(employed by the Hospital of the University of Pennsylvania from 1994-1999 and assigned to
PMC at some point during this period), whose last known address after reasonable investigation,
is unknown, Diane Kelly, former Vice President of Human Resources and Operations (6/3/85-
8/5/95) and whose last known address was Manchester, Inc., Philadelphia, PA, Bernard Dyer,
current Director of Safety Management for the University of Pennsylvania Health System, Kirn
Deppert, former Safety Officer and current Administrator of the Department of Surgery,
Cherylanne Pultorak, current Director of Hazardous Waste Management, and Michael Sheerin,
current Associate Executive Director for Support Services and Surgery.

4. Identify the owners and operators of your establishment(s) in the Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania areas from 1958 to the present. For each owner and operator further
provide:

a. the dates of their operation;
b. the nature of their operation; and
c. all information or documents relating to the handling and/or generation, storage,

treatment, recycling, formulation, disposal, or transportation of any hazardous
substance, hazardous waste, pollutant, contaminant, or other waste during the
period in which they were operating the establishment(s).

RESPONSE: Respondent incorporates by reference its response to Question 1.
a. 1871 to the present;
b. Respondent incorporates by reference its response to Question 2;
c. After reasonable investigation, to the best of its knowledge, Respondent possesses

no information or documents responsive to this request.

5. Describe the types of documents generated or maintained by your establishment(s) in the
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania area concerning the handling and/or generation, storage,
treatment, transportation, recycling, formulation, or disposal of any hazardous substance,
hazardous waste, pollutant, contaminant or other waste between 1958 and 1976.

a. Provide a description of the information included in each type of document and
identify the person who was/is the custodian of the documents;

b. Describe any permits or permit applications and any correspondence between
your company and/or establishment(s), and any regulatory agencies regarding the
transportation and disposal of such wastes; and

c. Describe any contracts or correspondence between your company and/or
establishment(s) and any other company or entity regarding the transportation and
disposal of such wastes.

RESPONSE: After reasonable investigation, to the best of its knowledge, Respondent possesses
no documents or other information responsive to this request.

6. Identify every hazardous substance used, generated, purchased, stored, or otherwise
handled at your establishment(s) in the Philadelphia, Pennsylvania area between 1958
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and 1976. Provide chemical analyses and Material Safety Data Sheets ("MSDS"). With
respect to each such hazardous substance, further identify:

a. The process(es) in which each hazardous substance was used, generated,
purchased, stored, or otherwise handled;

b. The chemical composition, characteristics, and physical state (solid, liquid, or
gas) of each such hazardous substance;

c. The annual quantity of each such hazardous substance used generated, purchased,
stored, or otherwise handled;

d. The beginning and ending dates of the period(s) during which such hazardous
substance was used, generated, purchased, stored, or otherwise handled;

e. The types and sizes of containers in which these substances were transported and
stored; and

f. The persons or companies that supplied each such hazardous substance to your
company.

RESPONSE: After reasonable investigation, to the best of its knowledge, Respondent possesses
no information responsive to this request. By way of further answer, Respondent responds that,
upon information and belief, to the best of its knowledge, in the provision of medical services, it
may have used products typically used in the provision of such services, including, by way of
example only, paper/ stationery products, office supplies, medical supplies and housekeeping
supplies.

a. After reasonable investigation, to the best of its knowledge, Respondent possesses
no information responsive to this request.

b. After reasonable investigation, to the best of its knowledge, Respondent possesses
no information regarding the individual constituents of each of the particular
products it may have used from 1958-1976.

c. After reasonable investigation, to the best of its knowledge, Respondent possesses
no information responsive to this request.

d. After reasonable investigation, to the best of its knowledge, Respondent possesses
no information responsive to this request.

e. After reasonable investigation, to the best of its knowledge, Respondent possesses
no information responsive to this request.

f. After reasonable investigation, to the best of its knowledge, Respondent possesses
no information responsive to this request.

7. Identify all by-products and wastes generated, stored, transported, treated, disposed of,
released, or otherwise handled by your establishment(s) in the Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
area between 1958 and 1976. With respect to each such by-product and waste identified,
further provide:
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a. The process(es) in which each such by-product and waste was generated, stored,
transported, treated, disposed of, released, or otherwise handled;

b. The chemical composition, characteristics, and physical state (solid, liquid, or
gas) of each such by-product or waste;

c. The annual quantities of each such by-product and waste generated, sorted,
transported, treated, disposed of, released, or otherwise handled;

d. The types, sizes, and numbers of containers used to treat, store, or dispose of each
such by-product or waste;

e. The name of the individual(s) and/or company(ies) that disposed of or treated
each such by-product or waste; and

f. The location and method of treatment and/or disposal of each such by-product or
waste.

RESPONSE: After reasonable inquiry, to the best of its knowledge, Respondent possesses no
information responsive to this request. By way of further answer, upon information and belief,
Respondent may have generated hazardous and non-hazardous waste. The non-hazardous waste
may have consisted of solids and liquids, including, by way of example, cardboard, office paper,
cans, minor building debris, and food waste. Included in the category of hazardous waste may
have been wastes generated by the radiology and chemotherapy departments and hazardous
substances consistent with operating a diagnostic laboratory and with housekeeping.

a. Upon information and belief, non-hazardous municipal waste was probably
deposited in general trash cans scattered throughout the facility and physical plant
employees probably collected the non-hazardous waste and deposited it in
various, non-hazardous, municipal waste dumpsters. Upon information and
belief, hazardous waste was probably segregated from the general non-hazardous
municipal waste stream by employees whose duties included using hazardous
substances. By way of further answer, Respondent responds that, after reasonable
investigation, to the best of its knowledge, it has no information responsive to this
request regarding the containerization of its hazardous or non-hazardous waste.

b. After reasonable investigation, to the best of its knowledge, Respondent has no
information regarding the exact chemical composition, characteristics, and
physical state of each such by-product or waste it generated.

c. After reasonable investigation, to the best of its knowledge, Respondent has no
information responsive to this request.

d. Upon information and belief, non-hazardous municipal waste was probably
deposited in self-containers/compacting systems. After reasonable investigation,
Respondent has no information regarding the description of containers used to
treat, store or dispose of hazardous waste.

e. After reasonable investigation, Respondent has no information regarding the
disposal of its hazardous waste during the relevant time period.

f. Upon information and belief, Respondent understood that the waste disposal
companies it utilized to dispose of its waste did so in accordance with all
applicable local, state and federal statutes, regulations and other laws in effect at
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the time of their activities. Respondent has no other information responsive to
this request.

8. Did your company ever contract with, or make arrangements with Clearview, Folcroft,
Folcroft Annex, Eastern Industrial, Tri-County Hauling, S. Buckly Trash Hauling, Barratt
Rupurt, McCloskey Engineering, ABM Disposal Services, Marvin Jonas, Jonas Waste
Removal, Paolino Company, Schiavo Bros., Inc. and/or any other company or
municipality to remove or transport material from you establishment(s) in the
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania area between 1958 and 1976 for disposal? If so, for each
transaction identified above, please identify:

a. The person with whom you made such a contract or arrangement;
b. The date(s) on which or time period during which such material was removed or

transported for disposal;
c. The nature of such material, including the chemical content, characteristics, and

physical state (i.e., liquid, solid, or gas);
d. The annual quantity (number of loads, gallons, drums) of such material;
e. The manner in which such material was containerized for shipment or disposal;
f. The location to which such material was transported for disposal;
g. The person(s) who selected the location to which such material was transported

for disposal;
h. The individuals employed with any transporter identified (including truck drivers,

dispatchers, managers, etc.) with whom your establishment dealt concerning
removal or transportation of such material; and

i. Any billing information and documents (invoices, trip tickets, manifests, etc.) in
your possession regarding arrangements made to remove or transport such
material.

RESPONSE: After reasonable investigation, to the best of its knowledge, Respondent possesses
no records that indicate that it contracted with Clearview, Folcroft, Folcroft Annex, Eastern
Industrial, S. Buckly Trash Hauling, Barratt Rupurt, McCloskey Engineering, ABM Disposal
Services, Marvin Jonas, Jonas Waste Removal, Paolino Company, or Schiavo Bros., Inc. during
the period of 1958-1976.

a. After reasonable investigation, upon information and belief, Respondent has no
information responsive to this request,

b. After reasonable investigation, upon information and belief, Respondent has no
information responsive to this request,

c. After reasonable investigation, upon information and belief, Respondent has no
information responsive to this request,

d. After reasonable investigation, upon information and belief, Respondent has no
information responsive to this request.
After reasonable investigation, upon information and belief, Respondent has no
information as to the containerization of the waste material.
After reasonable investigation, upon information and belief, Respondent has no
information responsive to this request.

e.
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g. After reasonable investigation, upon information and belief, Respondent has no
information responsive to this request,

h. After reasonable investigation, upon information and belief, Respondent has no
information responsive to this request,

i. After reasonable investigation, upon information and belief, Respondent has no
information responsive to this request.

9. Provide the names, titles, areas of responsibility, addresses, and telephone numbers of all
persons who, between 1958 and 1976, may have:

a. Disposed of or treated materials at Clearview, Folcroft and Folcroft Annex or
other areas of the Site;

b. Arranged for the disposal or treatment of materials at Clearview, Folcroft and
Folcroft Annex or other areas of the Site; and/or

c. Arranged for the transportation of materials to Clearview, Folcroft and Folcroft
Annex or other areas of the Site (either directly or through transshipment points)
for disposal or treatment.

RESPONSE:
a. After reasonable investigation, to the best of its knowledge, Respondent possesses

no records that indicate that any individual disposed of or treated materials at
Clearview, Folcroft, or Folcroft Annex or other areas of the Site;

b. After reasonable investigation, to the best of its knowledge, Respondent possesses
no records that indicate that any person arranged for the disposal or treatment of
materials at Clearview, Folcroft and Folcroft Annex or other areas of the Site;

c. After reasonable investigation, to the best of its knowledge, Respondent possesses
no records that indicate that any person arranged for the transportation of
materials at Clearview, Folcroft and Folcroft Annex or other areas of the Site.

10. For every instance in which your establishment(s) disposed of or treated material at
Clearview, Folcroft and Folcroft Annex or other areas of the Site, or arranged for the
disposal or treatment of material at the Site, identify:

a. the date(s) on which such material was disposed of or treated at the Site;
b. The nature of such material, including the chemical content, characteristics, and

physical state (i.e. liquid, solid, or gas);
c. The annual quantity (number of loads, gallons, drums) of such material;
d. The specific location on the Site where such material was disposed of or treated;

and
e. Any billing information and documents (invoices, trip tickets, manifests, etc.) in

your company" or establishment1 s(s') possession regarding arrangements made to
dispose of or treat such material at the Site.

PHL A 1560394v 1



RESPONSE:

a. After reasonable investigation, to the best of its knowledge, Respondent possesses
no records that indicate that any material was disposed of or treated at Clearview,
Folcroft and Folcroft Annex or any other areas of the Site.

b. See response to Question lO.a.
c. See response to Question 10.a.
d. See response to Question lO.a.
e. See response to Question lO.a.

11. Did your establishment(s), or any other company or individual ever spill or cause a
release of any chemicals, hazardous substances, and/or hazardous waste, and/or non-
hazardous solid waste on any portion of Clearview, Folcroft and Folcroft Annex or any
other portion of the Site? If so, identify the following:

a. The date(s) the spill(s)/release(s) occurred;
b. The composition (i.e., chemical analysis) of the materials which were

spilled/released;
c. The response made by you or on your behalf with respect to the

spills(s)/release(s); and
d. The packaging, transportation, and final disposition of the materials which were

spilled/released.

RESPONSE: After reasonable investigation, to the best of its knowledge, Respondent possesses
no records that indicate that it spilled or caused a release of chemicals, hazardous substances,
hazardous waste or non-hazardous solid waste at any portion of Clearview, Folcroft or Folcroft
Annex or any other portion of the Site.

12. Please identify individuals employed by your establishment(s) who were responsible for
arranging for the removal and disposal of wastes, and individuals who were responsible
for payments, payment approvals, and record keeping concerning such waste removal
transactions at your Philadelphia, Pennsylvania area establishment(s) between 1958 and
1976. Provide current or last known addresses and telephone numbers where they may
be reached. If these individuals are the same person identified by your answer to
question 3, so indicate.

RESPONSE: Please see response to question 3.

13. Did you or any person or entity on your behalf ever conduct any environmental
assessments or investigations relating to contamination at Clearview, Folcroft and
Folcroft Annex, or any other areas of the Site? If so, please provide all documents
pertaining to such assessments or investigations.

RESPONSE: After reasonable investigation, to the best of its knowledge, Respondent possesses
no records that indicate that it ever conducted an environmental assessment or investigation
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relating to contamination at Clearview, Folcroft and Folcroft Annex or any other areas of the
Site.

14. If you have any information about other parties who may have information which may
assist the EPA in its investigation of the Site, including Clearview, Folcroft and Folcroft
Annex, or who may be responsible for the generation of, transportation to, or release of
contamination at the Site, please provide such information. The information you provide
in response to this request should include the party's name, address, telephone number,
type of business, and the reasons why you believe the party may have contributed to the
contamination at the Site or may have information regarding the Site.

RESPONSE: After reasonable investigation, to the best of its knowledge, Respondent does not
have any information about other parties who may have information that may assist the EPA in
its investigation of the Site.

15. Representative of your establishment(s):

a. Identify the person(s) answering these questions on behalf of your
establishment(s), including full name, mailing address, business telephone
number, and relationship to the company,

b. Provide the name, title, current address, and telephone number of the individual
representing your establishments) to whom future correspondence or telephone
calls should be directed.

RESPONSE:

a. Michele Volpe, Executive Director
Presbyterian Medical Center
39th and Market Streets
One Wright Saunders Building
Administration
Philadelphia, PA 19104
(215)662-8260

b. Michele Volpe, Executive Director
Presbyterian Medical Center
39th and Market Streets
One Wright Saunders Building
Administration
Philadelphia, PA 19104
(215)662-8260

with a copy to;

Leslie W. Ledogar, Esquire
Ballard Spahr Andrews & Ingersoll, LLP
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1735 Market Street, 51st Floor
Philadelphia, PA 19103
(215)864-8137

16. If any of the documents solicited in this information request are no longer available,
please indicate the reason why they are no longer available. If the records were
destroyed, provide us with the following:

a. Your document retention policy;
b. A description of how the records were/are destroyed (burned, archived, trashed,

etc.) and the approximate date of destruction;
c. A description of the type of information that would have been contained in the

documents; and
d. The name, job title, and most current address known to you of the person(s) who

would have produced these documents; the person(s) who would have been
responsible for the retention of these documents; and the person(s) who would
have been responsible for the destruction of these documents.

RESPONSE:

a. Respondent responds that, upon information and belief, to the best of its
knowledge, it did not have a document retention policy during the relevant time
period. By way of further answer, Respondent responds that, upon information
and belief, upon merger of PMC into the University of Pennsylvania Health
System in 1995, many of the historical documents relating to PMC operations
pre-1995 were destroyed.

b. Upon information and belief, depending upon the content of the documents, they
may have been either incinerated, shredded or discarded in the non-hazardous
municipal waste stream.

c. See response to Question 16.a.
d. After reasonable investigation, to the best of its knowledge, Respondent does not

have any information responsive to this request.
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